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COVER MESSAGE TO INSTRUCTORS 

Pursuant to state and University System of Georgia (USG) rules, we cannot ask our students 
or fellow employees for proof of their vaccination status, and we should not treat vaccinated 
and un-vaccinated individuals differently unless dictated by law or applicable guidance. 
Students should not be segregated in a classroom or from other instructor-student interactions 
(e.g., office hours, group work, field trips, labs, etc.) based on their vaccination status. However, 
students may be required by off-campus partnering organizations to wear masks and/or be 
vaccinated as a condition of participation in experiential learning opportunities such as study 
abroad programs, externships and delivery of medical services. 

Face coverings are recommended for all individuals, whether vaccinated or not, while inside 
campus facilities. Faculty may encourage, but not require, students to wear face coverings to 
help limit the spread of COVID-19 amongst fellow students, faculty, staff and the local 
community. While instructors will be informed about positive COVID-19 incidence in their 
classes through DawgCheck, students in the same classroom may not be made aware of any 
potential close contact except through contact tracing (which will be completed by the 
Department of Public Health). Use of face coverings will help ensure students’ own health and 
safety.  

The UGA class attendance policy has not changed. Instructors still have the flexibility to adapt 
and enforce an attendance policy that best suits their classes. It is strongly encouraged that 
instructors clearly describe their attendance policy on their syllabus to make students aware of 
the classroom expectations as early as possible.  UGA is a residential campus where classroom 
attendance always has been an important part of the educational experience. 

Instructors should accommodate students who need to quarantine/isolate due to COVID-19 
as they normally would have accommodated ill students before the pandemic. While hybrid 
or HyFlex instruction is no longer the expectation, many classrooms now have the technology 
necessary to record and broadcast lectures. Faculty may use these, as appropriate, to assist 
students who may need to be in quarantine/isolation. Other options such as asking for note 
takers,  providing a recorded session of the class, offering make-up sessions, and others, can 
also be used to help students who are unable to attend class due to COVID-19.  

Student Care and Outreach will coordinate care and support for students who must isolate or 
quarantine due to exposure or symptoms related to COVID-19. Student Care and Outreach will 
continue to notify faculty should students report a positive COVID-19 test result 
through DawgCheck. If you are concerned about any student in your class, please reach out to 
the Student Care and Outreach team at: sco@uga.edu.  

 

https://provost.uga.edu/policies/academic-affairs-policy-manual/4-06-class-attendance/
https://dawgcheck.uga.edu/
mailto:sco@uga.edu


COVID-19 Student Educational and Response Team (CO-SERT)   
The COVID-19 Student Educational and Response Team (CO-SERT) is a temporary collaborative 
team at UGA, charged and led by Student Affairs, to provide a central point of contact, review, 
and response or referral on identified questions and concerns involving students and COVID-19 
health and safety guidelines. Questions and concerns from faculty, staff, and community 
members related to students and COVID-19 health and safety guidelines may be submitted 
to askstudentaffairs@uga.edu. For more information, see 
https://faculty.studentaffairs.uga.edu/content_page/COSERT.  
 
[THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION MAY BE INCLUDED IN THE FALL 2021 SYLLABUS] 
 
CORONAVIRUS INFORMATION FOR STUDENTS FOR FALL 2021 CLASSES 
  
Face coverings:  
Following guidance from the University System of Georgia, face coverings are recommended for 
all individuals while inside campus facilities.  
 
How can I obtain the COVID-19 vaccine? 
University Health Center is scheduling appointments for students through the UHC Patient 
Portal (https://patientportal.uhs.uga.edu/login_dualauthentication.aspx).  Learn more here – 
https://www.uhs.uga.edu/healthtopics/covid-vaccine. 
 
The Georgia Department of Health, pharmacy chains and local providers also offer the COVID-
19 vaccine at no cost to you. To find a COVID-19 vaccination location near you, please go 
to:  https://georgia.gov/covid-vaccine.  
 
In addition, the University System of Georgia has made COVID-19 vaccines available at 15 
campuses statewide and you can locate one here: https://www.usg.edu/vaccination  
 
What do I do if I have COVID-19 symptoms?  
Students showing COVID-19 symptoms should self-isolate and schedule an appointment with 
the University Health Center by calling 706-542-1162 (Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.-5p.m.). Please DO 
NOT walk-in. For emergencies and after-hours care, see, 
https://www.uhs.uga.edu/info/emergencies. 
 
What do I do if I test positive for COVID-19? 
If you test positive for COVID-19 at any time, you are required to report it through 
the DawgCheck Test Reporting Survey. We encourage you to stay at home if you become ill or 
until you have excluded COVID-19 as the cause of your symptoms.  UGA adheres to current 
Georgia Department of Public Health (DPH) quarantine and isolation guidance and requires that 
it be followed. Follow the instructions provided to you when you report your positive test result 
in DawgCheck.  
 

mailto:askstudentaffairs@uga.edu
https://faculty.studentaffairs.uga.edu/content_page/COSERT
https://patientportal.uhs.uga.edu/login_dualauthentication.aspx
https://www.uhs.uga.edu/healthtopics/covid-vaccine
https://georgia.gov/covid-vaccine
https://www.usg.edu/vaccination
https://www.uhs.uga.edu/info/emergencies
https://dawgcheck.uga.edu/
https://dph.georgia.gov/covid-quarantine-calculator


Guidelines for COVID-19 Quarantine Period (As of 8/1/21; follow DawgCheck or see DPH 
website for most up-to-date recommendations) 
Students who are fully vaccinated do not need to quarantine upon exposure unless they have 
symptoms of COVID-19 themselves. All others should follow the Georgia Department of Public 
Health (DPH) recommendations: 
 
Students who are not fully vaccinated and have been directly exposed to COVID-19 but are not 
showing symptoms should self-quarantine for 10 days. Those quarantining for 10 days must 
have been symptom-free throughout the monitoring period and continue self-monitoring for 
COVID-19 symptoms for a total of 14 days. You should report the need to quarantine on 
DawgCheck (https://dawgcheck.uga.edu/), and communicate directly with your faculty to 
coordinate your coursework while in quarantine. If you need additional help, reach out to 
Student Care and Outreach (sco@uga.edu) for assistance.  
 
Students, faculty and staff who have been in close contact with someone who has COVID-19 are 
no longer required to quarantine if they have been fully vaccinated against the disease and 
show no symptoms.  
 
Well-being, Mental Health, and Student Support 
If you or someone you know needs assistance, you are encouraged to contact Student Care & 
Outreach in the Division of Student Affairs at 706-542-7774 or visit https://sco.uga.edu/. They 
will help you navigate any difficult circumstances you may be facing by connecting you with the 
appropriate resources or services. 

UGA has several resources to support your well-being and mental health: https://well-
being.uga.edu/  
 
Counseling and Psychiatric Services (CAPS) is your go-to, on-campus resource for emotional, 
social and behavioral-health support: https://caps.uga.edu/, TAO Online Support 
(https://caps.uga.edu/tao/), 24/7 support at 706-542-2273. For crisis support: 
https://healthcenter.uga.edu/emergencies/. 

The University Health Center offers FREE workshops, classes, mentoring and health coaching 
led by licensed clinicians or health educators: https://healthcenter.uga.edu/bewelluga/  
 
Monitoring conditions: 
Note that the guidance referenced in this syllabus is subject to change based on 
recommendations from the Georgia Department of Public Health, the University System of 
Georgia, or the Governor’s Office or. For the latest on UGA policy, you can visit 
coronavirus.uga.edu. 
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